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UAR Country Partnership 

Programmes to boost rabies 

control efforts



International Rabies Taskforce

Established in 2020 by:



Based on the WOAH Laboratory Twinning 

Programme

Identified as a priority area to support countries more 

directly in the development and scale up of rabies 

control programmes

Started in 2023 -> currently 3 programmes running

Malawi – South Africa

Guinea – USA

Liberia - USA

UAR Country Partnership Programmes



Canine rabies surveillance capacity building
• Integrated Bite Case Management (IBCM)

Mass dog vaccination
• Community sensitization
• Static point and door-to-door vaccination

Community Education
• Rabies education in national curriculum
• Community sensitization after identification of 

rabies case
• Training of surveillance officers with train the 

trainer model
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Malawi Rabies Control Programme
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Malawi Rabies Control Programme



Strengthening of laboratory capacity at CVL

Linking stakeholders across the country

Support for WOAH Rabies Control Programme 

Recognition -> Application submitted in July

Facilitated discussion about GAVI application

UNICEF support for subsidised vaccine procurement
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Malawi – South Africa



▪ Over 88,000 dogs vaccinated

▪ ~ 70% coverage achieved

▪ Low-cost and government led 

IRT approached to support 
first-ever mass dog 

vaccination campaign

Used national dog 
census to estimate costs

Supported Ministry to 
request appropriate funds 

from World Bank
Directed Ministry to 

WOAH Vaccine Bank for 
100,000 doses

Provided Apps, Maps, and 
Daily Direction to guide 

vaccination efforts
Provided funds and 

technical assistance for 
post-vaccination surveys

Guinea Rabies Control Programme



Guinea Rabies Control Programme

2024: Country-wide mass dog vaccination 
campaign

• 200,000 free-roaming dogs

• 100,000 vaccines provided by WOAH vaccine 
bank

• 100,000 vaccines provided by IRT

• Remote support

• Focus on risk zones



2025: Country-wide mass dog 
vaccination campaign

• 300,000 free-roaming dogs

Guinea Rabies Control Programme



Programme Objectives

Increase the proportion of reported dog bite incidents 

that receive a rabies investigation

Ensure that ≥50% of qualifying suspect rabid animals 

identified through IBCM are sampled and submitted 

for laboratory testing

Facilitate the completion of Guinea’s draft Gavi 

investment case and associated PEP access 

strategy by the end of the project period (December 

2026).

Application was submitted last month!
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Guinea – USA UAR PP



5.6 million people and 540,000 dogs

Low vaccination coverage

• 1% vaccination coverage 2012 – 2021

Limited surveillance capacity

• 104 samples tested 2017 – 2022

Inconsistent access to PEP country-wide

• >200 human deaths per year

Publication of a NSP in 2023
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Liberia - USA



Programme Objectives

Carry-out a single, targeted mass vaccination 

campaign

Establish pilot integrated bite case management 

(IBCM) program in same area as the targeted MDV

Improve availability and access to rabies post 

exposure prophylaxis (PEP)
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Liberia - USA
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Resources

https://www.unitedagainstrabies.org/res

ources-toolbox/
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Resources

https://rabiestaskforce.com/toolkit
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Thank you very much!
            fred@wvs.org.uk

            aj@wvs.org.uk 

mailto:fred@wvs.org.uk
mailto:aj@wvs.org.uk
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